FOREWORD

Shri Ramakrishnayya is extremely sincere and dedicted person who has worked
for the cause of Indian unity through inter-faith dialogue. The trust sponsored by
him is very aptly titled "Ham Sab Hindustani".

The slogan "Hindu-Muslim Bhai Bhai" coined during the freedom struggle to
counter the British maneuver to divide the Indian people on religious lines proved to
be counter productive and, in a way amounted to the acceptance of the divide. The
axiom that religions do not divide proved wrong. In the process we lost the greatest
Indian or the greated Hindustani, Mahatma Gandhi whose heart and mind could not
bear this division of Hindustanis. The only genuine response to his martyrdom can
be that the people left in our motherland should call ourselves Hindustanis and our
slogan should be "Hindustani Bhai Bhai1. We are one country, one nation, one people,
one family.

In order to consciously imbibe this feeling among ail the people of our motherland
Shri Ramakrishnayya has written this handy booklet Layman's Guide to Inter-Faith
Dialogue. It has been very ably and sensitively written in true historical and social
perspective. I hope it will bring about a healthy dialogue within each community and
intrareligious communities.

The introduction and the Dialogue-issues-for interaction in the last chapter reflect
the spirit and approach of this monograph.

We have reached a stage in global evolution where it is slowly being realised that
no single religion can be the world religion. All religions are nobie heritage of all
human-kind. Unfortunately, they have been used as political parties, and, in the
process, the spirituality of the religions is being lost. Humanity is in search of peace.

Ramakrishna Paramahamsa had a vision of Christ and Mohammad. He lived his
life in accordance with their teachings for a period to have the spiritual experience
of their teachings/faiths. In the coming century all religions are going to be on trial.
Whether they remain handmaidens of politics, or as in earlier periods, of kings and
empire builders, or will usher in peace on earth, will be their true test. The spirituality
of Jesus, Mohammad, Moses, Rama, Krishna, Buddha or Mahavira cannot be
circumscribed in the water-tight containers of their assumed faith or religions. AH
those, who are born on this earth, have equal right over them. The world has become
small and human beings are going to intensively explore all the well-springs of
spirituality which manifested all through the history of mankind. The example of
Ramakrishna Paramhamsa is a pointer. One need not be baptised Hindu; Muslim,
Sikh or Christian etc. to read, practise and experience the path of the spiritual leaders.
Any restrictions on it will be resisted.

Gandhiji in his talks with C.F. Andrews, as reported in the Harijan dated 28th
November 1936, said "Supposing a Christian came to me and said that he was
captivated by the reading of the Bhagavata and so wanted to declare himself a
Hindu. I should say to him :"No, what the Bhagavata offers the Bible also offers.
You have not yet made the attempt to find out. Make the attempt and be a good
Christian".....